
CONGRESSMAN OLVER ANNOUNCES $75,000 COPS GRANT FOR TOWN OF WHATELY

  

 WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. John Olver (D-1st District) announced                today that the Town of Whately has been awarded a $75,000 Community                Oriented Policing Services (COPS) grant to be used for one full-time                police officer. 

Last month, Rep. Olver wrote to U.S. Attorney General Janet Reno                asking for her support in approving Whately°s application.                 (Letter is attached.)              

œCommunity policing is reducing crime and restoring hope in neighborhoods                across the country,” Olver said. œCOPS is a common sense approach.                The grant will allow Whately police officers to have more time canvassing                the streets and talking to residents which leads to crime prevention                and reduction.”              

COPS grants provide funding for 75% of the total salary and benefits                of each officer hired for three years, up to a maximum of $75,000                per officer. The remainder is paid out of state or local funds.              

Community policing is a strategy that uses partnerships between                local law enforcement officers and the people they serve to solve                crimes and related problems.  Many police chiefs, sheriffs,                and criminal justice experts have credited community policing efforts                with the remarkable decrease in crime rates across the nation.              

To date, the COPS Program has funded more than 100,000 officers.                President Clinton and Congress has proposed continuing the COPS                program for an additional five years which would add up to 50,000                more officers to the street.  This grant today is the latest                installment toward that goal.             
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